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2019 Mayor’s Award of Excellence

the Celebrating Derby book. They created
this book about Derby’s history to celebrate
our sesquicentennial this year. It is a unique
book that will preseve Derby traditions and
stories for decades to come.
Rhonda led the Derby Chamber of
Commerce from 2004 to 2012. Both she and
Jeff spearheaded many annual Derby Days
celebrations. Their leadership provided the
foundation for creating fond memories of
growing up in Derby for many people.

Mayor Randy White has selected Jeff and
Rhonda Cott to recieve the Mayor’s Award
of Excellence for 2019. The Cotts own and
operate the Derby Informer, our hometown
newspaper. Having strong local media helps
keep people informed and feel connected to
their community.
One recent accomplishment by the Cotts is

Rhonda also goes McConnell Air Force Base
twice a month to share information about
Derby with airmen who have recently arrived
and are looking for a place to live and send
their kids to school. She volunteers her time
to help young families feel encouraged to be
a part of the Derby community.
The Cotts have been committed to serving
their community for many years and in ways
too numerous to list. This award is for their
sustained and devoted service to the
Derby community.

Input Needed for the Walkable Development Plan

The Derby Walkable Development Plan is underway. The plan will identify ways to
reduce dependence on automobiles by reducing barriers and creating opportunities for
active transportation.
Three open house events are scheduled in February to show preliminary site
recommendations and get feedback. We encourage you to attend one and tell us about
your experiences.

When & Where:
Tuesday, Feb. 19, 4 - 5 p.m.
The Lodge at Warren Riverview Park
321 W. Market St.
Tuesday, Feb. 19, 6:30 - 7:30 p.m.
Park Hill Elementary School
1500 Woodbrook Ln.
Wednesday, Feb. 20, 4 - 6:30 p.m.
Derby Hills Elementary School
2230 N. Woodlawn Blvd.
Learn more and take a survey at
WalkableDerby.com
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150th Memorabilia

Derby is celebrating its 150th
Anniversary this year. As part of the
celebration, memorabilia is available for
purchase at the Derby Public Library,
1600 E. Walnut Grove, during normal
business hours. Proceeds will help fund
anniversary events throughout the year.
Items include:
• Lapel pin, $5

• T-shirt, $10

• Dominoes, $5

• Derby hat, $12

• Ornament, $5

• Granite plaque, $15

• Coffee mug, $6

DERBY NEWS
2019-2021 Economic Development Plan

challenges and to connect businesses
with educational workshops and training
opportunities that enable and encourage
existing businesses to expand locally.

The City Council recenty approved the
2019-2021 Economic Development Plan.
This plan guides the City’s economic
development efforts by providing a
framework for actions intended to assure the
economic vitality of the community.
The plan focuses on items considered to
be vital elements in the City’s mission to
nurture a strong business community. The
plan is updated every three years to reflect
changing conditions and priorities. The
Community Development Advisory Board is
in charge of updating the plan.
The plan focuses on three primary areas of
economic development:
Retain & Develop Talent
Retention visits will be conducted to
understand business and workforce

Create Attractive Environment
Our goal is to meet the needs of the present
while building for the future by supporting
development initiatives, such as the West
End Development Plan and the K-15 Area
Plan.
Market Quality of Place
We will promote our community’s attributes
to prospective businesses and pursue
opportunities that will create growth.
Changes proposed in the new plan include:
• An “Economic Snapshot” that highlights
the City’s attractive demographics
and provides frequently requested
information.
• A more defined focus on the use
of the website and social media to
communicate business opportunities.
• Continued promotion of lots for sale in
the West End Business Park.

Join the Derby Community Foundation for its annual fundraiser on Saturday,
Feb. 23 from 7 to 10 p.m. at The Venue at Madison Avenue
Central Park. Tickets are $75 each ($30 is tax deductible)
and can be purchased at Derbycf.org or the Derby
Welcome Center, 611 Mulberry Rd.
This is a cocktail attire event with food, drinks, silent
auction, mystery boxes, live music and dancing. It’s a
fun and memorable way to support the efforts of the
Community Foundation.

Input Needed on School Boundary Changes
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Jack Pulley, long-time Derby resident and
advocate for Derby and McConnell Air Force
Base, was recognized at the Nov. 27 City
Council meeting with the key to the City, only
the fourth known recipient. Past recipients
include Larry Gould (1979), Jim Meidinger
(2011), and Ken Mulanax (2015).
Throughout Pulley’s years of civic devotion,
he has served our community in the
following ways:
• Derby Planning Commission, 1999 to
2008
• Derby Chamber of Commerce, 1976 to
present
• McConnell Action Group, 2017 to present
• Derby Rotary Club, 2010 to present
• Friends of McConnell, board chair
• MAFB Golden Eagle, fourth among seven
selected since 1990

Uncorked: Feb. 23

The Derby Board of Education is
considering updating the boundaries used
to determine which homes are asigned
to each elementary and middle school for
the 2020-2021 school year. A Boundary
Committee was established to help review
enrollment data and trends, develop
boundary concepts, and review public
input. The public is invited to community
forums to provide input before boundary

Pulley Awarded Key to City

• Air Mobility Command Civic Leader
Council
• Honorary Commander for the 381st
Missile Wing, 1976
• Prestigious Tampa Bay Trophy recipient
(national recognition of his lifetime of
service to McConnell Air Force Base and
its airmen), October 2018
• 2005 recipient of the Mayor’s Award of
Excellence along with his wife, Dayle.

recommendations are provided to the Board
of Education in the spring.
Community Input Forums
Jan. 17 at 7 p.m.
Derby Middle School Media Center
Jan. 23 at 7 p.m.
Derby North Middle School Cafetorium
Learn more at Derbyschools.com/bond_
projects/boundary_changes.

Jack Pulley, center, with Col. Phil Heseltine,
honorary commander Mayor Randy White,
Council member and honorary commander
Rocky Cornejo, and Col. Joshua Olson

